Conservation Commission

Minutes
March 7, 2012
Workshop Meeting

Sam Demeritt opened the meeting at 6:09. Other members present were Celia Abrams, Cheryl Smith, Deb Kimball and Susan Mooney.

Handout for Town Meeting re: Conservation Fund history, income and expenditures: Abrams has put two sets of information on one side of a handout for Town Meeting. The top set includes a table with three categories: state properties, private conservation easement properties and town owned conservation easement properties. Below each category is whether there is permanent conservation protection, whether the property contributes to the town’s property tax revenue, if services are required, and what percentage of the total town area is in this category.

The second table shows the yearly revenues in (mostly from the Land Use Change Tax, LUCT, penalty paid when a property is taken out of current use) and expenditures paid out of the Conservation Fund (CF) from 2004 to the present; and the number of acres either placed into conservation easement or purchased for the town to provide another layer of protection for these sensitive resource parcels.
Also included in the handout was a request from the Commission to vote no on the warrant article to direct 50% of the LUCT to the CF with an annual cap of $100,000.

There were only minor suggestions for a final draft; everyone agreed that the information was accurate and well presented. Abrams will send the final document to Smith who will make copies for Town meeting.

Top Ten: Demeritt said that at the recent Bear-Paw Board of Directors meeting that the board members have begun to assemble a top ten list of highest value natural resource   areas/properties for individual communities in their region. The Board is welcoming input from the communities.

Mooney moved to adjourn the meeting. Kimball seconded the motion. All votes were in favor. The meeting was adjourned at 6:58.

Respectfully submitted,

Susan P. Mooney, Acting Secretary.

These minutes were accepted as read at the meeting held on April 9, 2012.

